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Overview of campaign

» Overall goal: to have a significant number of Canadians understand the risks of
radon gas exposure, testing their homes and businesses for radon and mitigating

buildings that have radon levels over the guideline value of 200 Bq/m3.
» Establish Radon Action Month across Canada as November.

» Engage stakeholders to develop campaign and deliver/evaluate individual

campaigns in local areas.

» Develop resources to support all national and local campaigns - website, PSA

video, posters, social media items.




Stakeholder engagement

» Variety of stakeholders recruited to be part of the Outreach Committee of the

campaign. Stakeholders divided into three categories:
» Non-governmental organizations.
» Retailers, industry and businesses.

» Health professionals, including government health and public health representatives.

» Stakeholders included: municipal and provincial public health authorities, health
professionals, First Nations and Inuit Health groups, builders, real estate agents,
home inspectors, environmental remediators, retailers selling radon test kits and

home building supplies, and non-government organizations.
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Welcome to the National Radon Action Campaign

This website provides informsation on radon and how different individuals and orgsnizsations can take
action to educsate Canadians on the health concerns associated with Radon.
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Radon Action Month Launched

» November 2013 was established as the first Radon Action Month across
Canada.

» Officially launched in Ottawa on November 12 at media event with all
partners, Health Canada, and Parliamentary Secretary for Health.




Radon Action Month Activity

» Dr. Roberta Bondar radon PSAs and media interviews across Canada.

» Bilingual campaign website launched with different campaigns directing Canadians to

the site.

» Provincial stakeholders released press releases and conducted radio, television and

newspaper interviews on radon campaign.

» Attended public events such as health fairs and conferences to distribute materials and

communicate key messages.

» Numerous organizations posted messages on Facebook and Twitter pages.
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Toronto, November 12, 2013, Canada's first National Raden Action Month is taking place
this November, Radon expasure is the leading cause of lung cancer for non-smokers
and Canadians are urged to take action to protect their health and the health of their
families,

“The health risk associated with exposure to radon gas is a subject the Radiation Safety
Institute of Canada (RSIC) knows all too well. As a scientific organisation that was born
out of the Elliot Lake tragedy, where some 220 uranium miners perished from excessive
exposure to radon daughters, the RSIC is committed to educating people regarding the
dangers of overlooking this safety issue” said RSIC President and CEO, Steven
Mahoney. “This is why we are committed to supporting Take Action on Radon campaign
and assisting Summerhill Impact Group and the Canadian Lung Association in making it
asuccess.”

“"November is the time to purchase your radon detector kit, because the winter months
are the best time to test your home. Your windows are now usually closed and detectors
will record levels that show you your highest risk.” added Steve Mahoney.
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May 4th - 3rd Annual CARST
Radon Conference

RSIC encourages all radon professionals
and individuals interested in the subject to
participate in the 3rd Annual CARST Radon
Conference on May 4th, 2014 in
Mississauga

read more
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It's Time to Test Your Home for Radon Gas - November is National Radon Action Month

November 12, 2013
For immediate release

Ottawa - Today, on behalf of the Minister of Health, Rona Ambrose, Eve Adams, Parliamentary Secratary of Health and Member of Pariament for Mississauga -
Brampton South joined the New Brunswick Lung Association and Summerhill Impact Group to announce the Gevernment's support for the first annual National
Radon Action Month, and to encourage all Canadians fo test the levels of radon gas in their homes

"This is an opportunity to educate Canadians about a significant, but relatively unknown, health risk that may exist in their homes," said Eve Adams. "Our
govemment is encouraging everyone fo conduct & simple test o measure the radon level in their home and fo take steps o reduce the level if necessary "

Health Canada esfimates that 16 per cent of lung cancer deaths among Canadians are attributable to indoor radon exposure, making radon gas the second
leading cause of lung cancer after tobacco smoking

"The Lung Association is very proud fo launch Radon Action Month, in partnership with Summerhill Impact Group and with support from Health Canada,” said
Barbara MacKinnon, President and CEO of the New Brunswick Lung Association. "A key strength of our Association lies in our ability to franslate science info
usable information for Canadians, so that together we can prevent lung disease. This campaign builds on that strength and is all about enabling people with the
information they need fo protect their family's health. *

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas in the ground that can't be seen, smelled or tasted. It can get into the home undetected through cracks in the
foundation or gaps around pipes. The only way fo measure the radon level in the home is to take a simple and inexpensive test, which can be purchased at
many hardware stores and local community health organizations.



Year 1 Results

» 33 stakeholder organizations agreed to participate in the Stakeholder Outreach

Committee and/or undertake a Radon action/awareness campaign.
» Over 3,300 visitors to the website during campaign period (November-March)

» 11 organizations across Canada conducted local media activities, and 9 organizations

conducted local outreach activities.

» 10 organizations posted regular social media messages with a combined total of 7,679

Facebook ‘likes’, 4,625 Twitter followers, and 950 newsletter subscribers.

» 823 radon test kits sold across Canada during campaign period.




The long-term plan

» Begin planning for Year 2 of campaign.

» Communicate campaign with current and potential stakeholders to prepare
them for local outreach and campaigns during Radon Action Month in

November.

» Work with retailers (Home Hardware and Home Depot) to educate all

locations and staff about the availability of test kits for consumers.

» Enhance website (i.e. add features for stakeholders to share/communicate

campaign messages and materials).

» Build on Year 1 success!




Become Part of Our Campaign!

» Register at www.TakeActionOnRadon.ca and visit the “Radon Partners”

section of the website to sign up.

» Have you created materials or been involved in Radon activities? We’d love to

hear from youl!

» Connie Choy - cchoy@on.lung.ca 416-864-9911 x261

» Heather Farquharson - hfarquharson@summerhill.com 416-922-2448 x293
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